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by this method. The first was a case of scirrhous cancer of the mammary 
gland. The pain and inflammation following each injection was severe, and as 
no prospect of success was afforded, and the patient was worn out by her suf¬ 
ferings, the tumour was extirpated. The second case was one of epithelioma 
of prepuce and glans penis. The progress of the disease was evidently not 
arrested by the injection of the acid, and in this case the patient was advised to 
submit to amputation. 

Coffee in Delirium Tremens. —Dr. Wm. R. Whitehead states ( Medical 
Record , Oct. 1, 1867), that in a case of delirium tremens, he observed a pecu¬ 
liarly marked tranquillizing effect caused by strong coffee, and which produced 
prolonged and refreshing sleep, after the usual remedies had proved ineffectual. 

Puerperal Convulsions Successfully Treated by Ice to the Spine. —Dr. Henry 
Gibbons, Jr., reports ( Pacific Med. and Surg. Journ., September, 1867), a case 
of puerperal convulsions treated by an ice-bag applied over the lower dorsal 
and upper lumbar vertebrse. The patient recovered. 

Summary View of Thirty Cases of Aneurism of the Aorta. —Dr. A. G. 
Soule gives (Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal. June, 1867) the statistics 
of thirty cases of aneurism of the aorta, occurring within two years and a half 
in the medical wards of the City and County Hospital of San Francisco. “ In 
one-half of these cases (15) the arch of the aorta was the principal seat of the 
aneurism. In one-third (10) the descending thoracic portion was alone impli¬ 
cated, and in one-sixth (5) the abdominal aorta, at or near the cceliac axis, was 
the seat of the aneurism, the tumour sometimes extending above the diaphragm.” 

“ The generality of these persons supposed themselves suffering from rheum¬ 
atism, neuralgia, lung or heart disease; but by close physical examination I 
diagnosticated nearly all of the aneurisms before death.” 

The subjects of these cases were engaged in laborious occupations, and were 
expbsed to inclement weather. The ages of the subjects varied from twenty- 
seven to sixty-two years, most of them being over forty. 

“ Rheumatism or venereal disease had affected the most of them at some 
period of their lives. They were usually intemperate and improvident. Only 
one of the number claimed to be married and to have a family—all were without 
settled home or habitation, migratory in their habits, as the table of nativities 
indicates.” 

“ Twenty-one of these aneurisms ruptured and nine did not. Fourteen had 
hemorrhage externally and seven internally. Eighteen died immediately upon 
the rupturing of the aneurism, and three lived a few days after the rupture. 

“In those cases where death occurred without rupture, there were usually 
more complications, as with anasarca, cardiac and lung diseases, erosion of the 
vertebral column, etc., death usually coming on very slowly and attended with 
much pain. 

“Atheroma of the aorta was found in a very large proportion of the cases ; 
valvular disease of the heart and hypertrophy in but few. 

“The aneurismal tumours varied in size from a hen’s egg to the head of an 
infant, and were usually filled more or less with consecutive fibrinous layers.” 

Direct Action of Hydro cyanic Acid upon the Medulla Oblongata. —Prof. 
Joseph Jones, of the University of Nashville, relates (The Medical Record , 
Dec. 16,1867) a number of experiments performed on alligators in 1862, with a 
view of ascertaining the modus operandi of hydrocyanic acid. From these ex¬ 
periments Dr. Jones concludes “ that prussic acid acts primarily , directly , and 
chiefly upon the medulla oblongata and spinal cord; and that its ability lo 
produce sudden death is dependent upon its action upon the medulla oblongata. 

“ Derangements in the relations of the medulla oblongata and spinal cord to 
the muscular system generally, and especially to the respiratory system, are the 
first phenomena manifested in the action of prussic acid. 

“When absorbed from a raw surface, or from the stomach and bowels, these 
phenomena are manifested, as well as upon the direct application of the poison 



286 


American Intelligence. 


[Jan. 1868.] 


to the medulla oblongata, but more slowly. In warm-blooded animals death 
takes place almost immediately after the administration or inhalation of the 
poison; still, when taken by the mouth, a sufficient time always elapses for the 
absorption of the poison and its distribution to the great nervous centres. As 
soon as the poison in the blood reaches the medulla oblongata and spinal cord, 
convulsive motions are excited, and if the impression be sufficiently intense 
there is an immediate arrest of the action of the ganglionic cells presiding over 
the respiratory process, and immediate death follows. 

“In the young alligator the cartilaginous walls of the cerebro-spinal nervous 
system can readily be removed by the knife, and we are thus enabled to apply 
the poison to successive portions of the nervous system, and thus demonstrate 
the immediate and direct action of the poison upon that portion of the cerebro¬ 
spinal nervous system which presides over respiration and the reflex actions. 

“Prussic acid, as we have satisfactorily demonstrated by numerous experi¬ 
ments, acts also upon the blood, and upon the muscular fibres and the sympa¬ 
thetic nervous system; but, as has been conclusively demonstrated by the 
experiments just recorded, the most marked phenomena, and those disturbances 
of the respiration which induce death, are due to the direct action of the poison 
upon the medulla oblongata.” 

Yellow Fever in New Orleans in 1867.—The following statement, which we 
take from the New Orleans Med. and Surg. Journ. for Nov. 1867, furnishes 
us with the characteristics of the epidemic which has prevailed in New Orleans 
the past season :— 

“Each manifestation of an epidemic disease presents individual traits, to dis¬ 
tinguish it from others of the same malady; and the yellow fever of 1867 will be 
long remembered for its well-marked peculiarities. We have before spoken of 
the early appearance of sporadic cases, and its late establishment in an epidemic 
form. The mildness of Lire type generally prevalent here was alluded to, as well 
as its inclusion of negroes among its subjects. To a confirmation of these traits 
it may now be added, that this epidemic of the fever is the most sweeping one 
ever known in the history of our city. No class of the population can this year 
claim or expect exemption from its ravages. It was generally supposed that 
natives of the city enjoyed an immunity, and that those born and raised in the 
vicinity possessed it in proportion to their contiguity. It was also believed 
that one attack was a fair guarantee against all future danger from the fever. 
This year it has violated these precedents most incontestably, and in numerous 
instances. Infants at the breast have appeared to be almost as susceptible to 
the infection as any other people, though most have experienced very light 
attacks; but bad cases have not been wanting, and, in the writer’s practice 
lately, occurred a case of black vomit in an infant only one month old. 

“Secondary attacks, formerly considered rare exceptions, have this year 
been found numerous and well attested. Even some who were known to have 
the fever in 1853, have again had well-marked attacks. It is to be remarked, 
however, that these secondary cases have been, almost without exception, 
tractable ones, and have terminated favourably. The absence of large numbers 
from the city during the war is supposed to have cost them the immunity pre¬ 
viously acquired, and rendered them measurably susceptible again to the 
infection. 

“ We are not aware that any new light has been thrown upon the vexed 
questions of contagion and portability, nor that its introduction from abroad has 
been established with any degree of credibility. The quarantine has been main¬ 
tained throughout the epidemic, at the mouth of the river, and it is certain 
that, under the present system, it has proved inoperative to debar the disease. 
Whether any different system would be more efficacious is yet problematical, 
and it does not seem probable that the question will soon be decided.” 



